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Memorandum on Provision of
Marine War Risk Insurance
Coverage

November 25, 2008

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Transportation, and the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget

Subject: Provision of Marine War Risk
Insurance Coverage

By virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, including 3 U.S.C. 301 and 46 U.S.C.
chapter 539, I hereby approve the provision
by the Secretary of Transportation of insur-
ance or reinsurance of vessels (including
cargo and crew) against loss or damage from
war risks in the manner and to the extent
provided in chapter 539 of title 46, United
States Code, for trade in the Black Sea,
whenever, after consultation with the Sec-
retary of State, it appears to the Secretary
of Transportation that such insurance ade-
quate for the needs of the water-borne com-
merce of the United States cannot be ob-
tained on reasonable terms and conditions
from companies authorized to do insurance
business in a State of the United States. To
the extent individual policies involve an expo-
sure in excess of the amounts available in the
War Risk Revolving Fund, such policies may
be issued only after consultation with the Of-
fice of Management and Budget. This ap-
proval to provide insurance or reinsurance
is effective for 90 days, except that existing
policies shall remain in force pursuant to the
terms of these policies. I hereby delegate to
the Secretary of Transportation, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of State, the authority
vested in me by 46 U.S.C. 53902 and
53905.The Secretary of Transportation is di-
rected to bring the approval to the immediate
attention of all U.S.-flag vessel operators and
to arrange for its publication in the Federal
Register.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:15 a.m., November 26, 2008]

NoTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 26, and
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it was published in the Federal Register on No-
vember 28.

Remarks at the Thanksgiving Turkey
Presentation Ceremony

November 26, 2008

Thank you all. Please be seated. Welcome
to the Rose Garden for the pardoning of the
National Thanksgiving Turkey.

This is a tradition that dates back to the
Presidency of Harry Truman. Just to be safe,
I will be pardoning a second bird—[laugh-
ter]—in the unlikely event the main act
chickens out. [Laughter] Turkeys are not
only the ones on edge this morning; you see,
it turns out the Rose Garden is Barney’s turf.
[Laughter] So the press corps is a little nerv-
ous as well. [Laughter]

I appreciate the representatives of the Na-
tional Turkey Federation who have joined us:
President Joel Brandenberger; Chairman
Paul Hill; Paul’s wife, Mary June. Today’s
birds were hatched on the Hill family farm
in Ellsworth, Iowa. Paul’s son, Nathan, and
daughter-in-law, Betsy, along with grandsons
Collin and Connor, did a fabulous job of rais-
ing the guests of honor.

I also welcome the children here from
Cloverly Elementary School. And after I
make my brief remarks, you will be welcome
to come up and pet our feathered friends.

This is an election year, so it is fitting that
the names of these two birds were chosen
through the democratic process. After a long,
drawn-out election season, when the people
finally spoke, the name of the ticket sent here
to the White House was Pumpkin and Pecan.
[Laughter] Pumpkin is right there. [Laugh-
ter] Pecan is in an undisclosed location.
[Laughter]

Pumpkin and Pecan have an exciting trip
ahead of them. Later today they will fly to
Disneyland aboard “Turkey One.” [Laugh-
ter] Pumpkin will be the honorary grand
marshal of Disneyland’s Thanksgiving Day
Parade. Together, these birds will gobble the
rest of their days in “the happiest place on
Earth.” T just hope they stay humble there.
[Laughter]

This is my final Thanksgiving as the Presi-
dent. Over the past 8 years, I have been given
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many reasons to be thankful. I'm thankful
to our men and women in uniform, and I
am incredibly proud to have been their Com-
mander in Chief. I am thankful for the ar-
mies of compassion, volunteers who feed the
hungry and shelter the poor. I am thankful
for the teachers and nurses and pastors and
police officers and firefighters, and others
who serve their neighbors and better their
communities.

I'm thankful for the wonderful and sup-
porting family that I have been blessed with.
I'm grateful to Laura for her love. I'm grate-
ful for two Thanksgiving miracles who were
blessed—who we were blessed with 27 years
ago: Barbara and Jenna. I'm thankful for the
fact that my mother is doing well. And this
year, we're looking forward to having another
place at our Thanksgiving table with a son-
in-law, and I'm thankful for Henry.

Most of all, I thank the American people
for the tremendous privilege of serving as the
President. In recent weeks, I've talked a lot
about sprinting to the finish. Yet I've assured
these turkeys they will not be trotting to their
finish. [Laughter] That’s because in keeping
with a longstanding tradition, Pumpkin and
Pecan are hereby granted a full and uncondi-
tional Presidential pardon.

I wish all Americans a happy Thanksgiving,
and may God bless you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:20 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Henry Hager, husband of Jenna
Bush.

Proclamation 8324—National Drunk
and Drugged Driving Prevention
Month, 2008

November 26, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During National Drunk and Drugged
Driving Prevention Month, we underscore
our commitment to raising awareness about
the tragedies that often result from driving
under the influence of drugs or alcohol.

Nearly 13,000 Americans died last year as
a result of drunk driving. During the holi-
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days, people are more likely to drive in an
impaired state, and in order to better protect
our citizens this holiday season, we must edu-
cate all Americans about the seriousness of
this offense and its devastating conse-
quences. Individuals across America can help
prevent drunk and drugged driving by mak-
ing responsible choices, identifying sober
designated drivers, and educating young peo-
ple about ways to avoid drunk and drugged
driving. All Americans can work together to
make our roads safer and help save lives by
preventing others from driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol and drugs.

My Administration is committed to keep-
ing our citizens safe from drunk and drugged
drivers this holiday season. The National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) is raising public awareness through
advertising, urging the increased use of igni-
tion interlocks, and encouraging greater law
enforcement presence. The NHTSA has ex-
tended their “Drunk Driving. Over the
Limit. Under Arrest.” campaign through the
holiday season, and we must continue to be
vigilant in stopping impaired driving
throughout the year. In addition, the Office
of National Drug Control Policy is working
hard to ensure that our law enforcement offi-
cers have the tools they need to detect when
drivers are under the influence of drugs.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim December 2008
as National Drunk and Drugged Driving Pre-
vention Month. I encourage all Americans to
help keep our Nation’s roads safe by making
responsible choices and taking appropriate
measures to prevent drunk and drugged driv-
ing.

gIn Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-sixth day of November,
in the year of our Lord two thousand eight,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-third.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 1, 2008]



